
President’s Letter
We had our first membership drive on the morning of May 18th. I
would like to thank Tom Busch for getting donuts for our
members and Shirley Grajewski and Mary Jesso for not only
helping with the donuts and water but also making popcorn and
bagging it.The evening of the 18th we had our annual Pizza Party
with 12 restaurants participating. This year we also had salad
with ice cream and cookies for dessert. Thank you to the board
members who helped and a special thank you to Lori Chmiel and
Gary Laiter for getting some pizzas donated along with the salad,
ice cream and monetary donations. I would also like to thank
Rick Anderson for providing the music. Reminder our next
membership drive is June 8th. To all of our members have a safe
and enjoyable summer at and on the lake. 
.....by Terry Chmiel

BLPOA Annual Meeting
Our annual meeting and elections will be held at 9:00 am on
Saturday, July 13.  If you would like to run for a Board position
please submit your application no later than June 30.  Detailed
information is on our website (info@inbasslake.com) or please
call the Secretary at (773) 251-6410 with any questions. Voting
will begin once candidates have introduced themselves and
appointments will be announced at the end of the meeting.  Bios
on incumbents and new candidates will be emailed about a week
prior as well as distributed with your ballot.  There will be one
ballot per paid membership.
.....by Katy Laiter

Bass Lake Property Owners Association
Saturday, July 13, at 9:00 PM. CDT
BLPOA building. 

Bass Lake Neighborhood Watch
Monday, June 10, at 6:30 PM CDT
BLPOA Building. 

Bass Lake Festival
Next meeting is June 9, at 9:00 AM CDT
BLPOA building. Hope to see you there!

Prairie Trails Club: 
Thursday, June 27, at 5:30 PM, CDT
(6:30 p.m., EDT), in the NEW meeting
room of the Starke County Community
Foundation,  300 Keller Ave., North
Judson.(northeast door of First Farmers
Bank & Trust Building, near the library.)
Everyone is welcome!

 
Bass Lake Conservancy District: 
(sewers, pump & lake weeds) 
Monday, June 10, at 6:00 PM CDT 
BLPOA building. 

Starke County Park Board: 
(Beach & Campground) 
Tuesday, June 11, at 6:00 PM, 
Starke County Annex; go to the YouTube
link at the bottom of the Starke County
Parks page to attend virtually. The plan
for the Bass Lake Beach will be
discussed. 

Meetings and
Gatherings

Summer 2024

BLCD News
Rainfall for May totaled 4.84 inches with a YTD total of 20.82
inches.  We had 12 “rain days” for the mont. Average rain for May
is 3.89 inches.  The pump was shut down on April 5 as water was
spilling over the weir.  Pump YTD discharge total remains at 86.00
million gallons.  The lake level is checked daily, and the pump will
be restarted when the level falls below the height of the weir.
.....The Board of the BLCD



Ondev Apps

 

 

T H A N K  Y O U !
The Prairie Trails Club (PTC) wishes to thank everyone
who helped make the inaugural 5K run/3K walk on the
nearby Erie Trail May 25 a huge success! It was a
beautiful day and everyone seemed to have fun!

B a s s  L a k e  P r o p e r t y
O w n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d
P r e s i d e n t             T e r r y  C h m i e l
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t     T o m  B u s c h
T r e a s u r e r             A J  G a p p a
S e c r e t a r y             K a t h y  L a i t e r

B o a r d   M e m b e r s
A i l e e n  C o l l u r a

S h i r l e y  G r a j e w s k i
M a r y  J e s s o
B i l l  S l a v i k

M a r y  T o p e l i a n
R o n  V e n d l

C a t h y  W a g n e r

V o l u n t e e r s  N e e d e d
L a k e  M o n i t o r i n g

F o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,
v o l u n t e e r s  h a v e  b e e n
m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  
o f  t h e  l a k e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u m m e r
a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  C l e a n
L a k e s  P r o g r a m .  T h i s
i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a  b a s e l i n e
f o r  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a n d  c a n  t r a c k
c h a n g e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .   
W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a b o u t  3
v o l u n t e e r s  t o  t a k e  a  f e w  w a t e r
c l a r i t y  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o n  t h e
l a k e  a n d  s o m e  w a t e r  s a m p l e s .   
A l l  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  w i l l
b e  p r o v i d e d .   T o  g e t  m o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o  v o l u n t e e r ,
c o n t a c t  P h i l  W o l l e r y  a t  
( 5 7 4 )  7 7 2 - 9 1 4 1  o r
p w o l l e r y @ p u r d u e . e d u .

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  



F r o m  B a s s  L a k e  B e a c h  
a n d  C a m p g r o u n d  

S p r i n g  i s  i n  t h e  a i r … … a n d  a  l o t  o f
r a i n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d !  W e  h a v e  b e e n
b u s y  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  b e a c h  a n d
c a m p g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 4  s e a s o n .  S o
m a n y  t h a n k s  n e e d  t o  g o  t o  a l l  o u r
v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  h a v e  h e l p e d  u s
t i r e l e s s l y  t o  p r e p a r e .  W e  w o u l d n ’ t
b e  w h e r e  w e  a r e  w i t h o u t  y o u .
O p e n i n g  w e e k e n d  w a s  b u s y
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  i n c l e m e n t  w e a t h e r .
T h e  b e a c h  w i l l  b e  h a v i n g  f o o d
v e n d o r s  a l m o s t  e v e r y  w e e k e n d .
F o l l o w  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k ,  B a s s  L a k e
B e a c h  a n d  C a m p g r o u n d ,  t o  s e e  w h o
w i l l  b e  t h e r e  e a c h  w e e k e n d .  

O u r  p i e r s  h a v e  b e e n  i n s t a l l e d  a n d
a r e  r e a d y  f o r  a l l  o u r  a n x i o u s
b o a t e r s .  A s  o f  t o d a y ,  w e  h a v e  j u s t
o n e  s l i p  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e .  A n y o n e
i n t e r e s t e d  p l e a s e  c a l l  ( 5 7 4 )  7 7 2 -
9 1 8 1  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s .  

P r o g r e s s  i s  b e i n g  s e e n  o n  t h e  g r a n t
p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  r e n o v a t i o n s  t o  t h e
b e a c h  h o u s e  a n d  c a m p g r o u n d  a r e a s .  I f
a l l  g o e s  a s  p l a n n e d ,  w e  s h o u l d  b e g i n
s e c u r i n g  b i d s  i n  t h e  n e x t  c o u p l e  o f
m o n t h s .  W e  w i l l  k e e p  y o u  u p d a t e d .  

O u r  b e a c h  a n d  c a m p g r o u n d  a r e  i n
d e s p e r a t e  n e e d  o f  n e w  p i c n i c  t a b l e s .
W e  h a v e  l a u n c h e d  a  c a m p a i g n  a s k i n g
a n y o n e  w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d o n a t e  a
p i c n i c  t a b l e  t o  c o n t a c t  u s  a t  ( 5 7 4 )
7 7 2 - 9 1 8 1 .  T h e  c o s t  i s  $ 1 1 7 . 0 0  p e r
p i c n i c  t a b l e .  A  H U G E  t h a n k  y o u  g o e s
t o  G e n e  a n d  T e r r i  P u g h  w h o  h a v e
d o n a t e d  2 0  t a b l e s  a l r e a d y .  O u r  h o p e
i s  t o  g e t  a  t o t a l  o f  1 0 0  n e w  t a b l e s .
H o p e f u l l y ,  w e  w i l l  g e t  e n o u g h
c o m m i t t e d  a n d  h a v e  t h e  m a t e r i a l s
d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  c a m p g r o u n d  w h e r e  w e
w i l l  h a v e  a  v o l u n t e e r  d a y  t o  a s s e m b l e
t h e m  a l l .  F o r  y o u r  d o n a t i o n  y o u  w i l l
s e e  a  p l a q u e  o n  a  t a b l e  a s  r e c o g n i t i o n
o f  y o u r  k i n d n e s s .  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

M i n t  F e s t i v a l  D i e s e l ,  S t e a m  &  T w i l i g h t  T r a i n  E x c u r s i o n s  

A  s p e c i a l  T w i l i g h t  T r a i n  h a s  b e e n  a d d e d  f o r  t h e  N o r t h  J u d s o n  M i n t  F e s t i v a l
d i e s e l  e x c u r s i o n  t r a i n s  d e p a r t i n g  f r o m  t h e  H o o s i e r  V a l l e y  R a i l r o a d  M u s e u m
d e p o t  i n  N o r t h  J u d s o n  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  1 5 t h .  A l l  t r a i n  e x c u r s i o n s  a r e  r o u n d -
t r i p  f r o m  t h e  d e p o t  a n d  t r a v e l  a b o u t  f i v e  m i l e s  t o  t h e  K a n k a k e e  R i v e r  a t
E n g l i s h  L a k e ,  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  N o r t h  J u d s o n .  T r a i n s  d e p a r t  f r o m  1 0 : 0 0  A M
t o  3 : 0 0  P M ,  a n d  8 : 1 5  P M  ( c e n t r a l  t i m e ) .  P a s s e n g e r s  r i d e  i n  o p e n - a i r
s i g h t s e e i n g  c a r s  o r  v i n t a g e  c a r s .  T h e  t o t a l  l e n g t h  o f  e a c h  t r i p  w i l l  b e
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 5  m i n u t e s .  T i c k e t  p r i c e s  a r e  $ 1 4 . 0 0  ( a d u l t ,  a g e  1 6  a n d  a b o v e ) ,
$ 1 0 . 0 0  ( c h i l d ,  a g e s  3  –  1 5 )  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a g e d  2  a n d  u n d e r  a r e  f r e e .
P u r c h a s i n g  t i c k e t s  a t  w w w . h o o s i e r v a l l e y . o r g  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d ,  a s  s e a t i n g  i s
l i m i t e d .  



B e  s u r e  t o  v i s i t  t h e  m u s e u m  a n d  g r o u n d s  w h e r e  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  i s  a l w a y s  f r e e .
T h e  H o o s i e r  V a l l e y  R a i l r o a d  M u s e u m  h a s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  m u s e u m
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  w o r k i n g  r a i l r o a d  s i g n a l s  a n d  a  r e s t o r e d  W W I I  P u l l m a n  T r o o p
C a r .  S t r o l l  a r o u n d  t h e  g r o u n d s  t o  s e e  a l l  t y p e s  o f  r o l l i n g  s t o c k ,  e n g i n e s ,  a n d
m e m o r a b i l i a  o f  a  b y - g o n e  e r a .  

T h e  H o o s i e r  V a l l e y  R a i l r o a d  M u s e u m  h a s  a n  e x c i t i n g  s c h e d u l e  o f  e v e n t s
p l a n n e d  f o r  t h i s  s e a s o n .   R e g u l a r  S a t u r d a y  d i e s e l  a n d / o r  s t e a m  t r a i n
e x c u r s i o n s  c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h  t h e  e n d  o f  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  s e l e c t  S u n d a y s .   O u r
a n n u a l  C i v i l i a n s  &  S o l d i e r s  i n  H i s t o r y  w e e k e n d  b e g i n s  S a t u r d a y ,  J u l y  2 0 t h ,
w i t h  n u m e r o u s  d i s p l a y s ,  r e e n a c t m e n t s ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  t r a i n  e x c u r s i o n s .   T h e  f a l l
b r i n g s  P u m p k i n ,  T w i l i g h t ,  a n d  H a l l o w e e n  T r a i n s  w h i l e  S a n t a  T r a i n s  r u n  i n  l a t e
N o v e m b e r  a n d  D e c e m b e r .   T i m e s  a n d  p r i c e s  f o r  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  w i l l  v a r y
f r o m  r e g u l a r  t r a i n  e x c u r s i o n s .

H V R M  i s  a n  a l l - v o l u n t e e r , k  n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e
p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d i n g  h i s t o r y .   S p e c i a l  g r o u p  e v g e n t s
( i n c l u d i n g  s c h o o l  g r o u p s )  c a n  b e  a r r a n g e d  b y  c o n t a c t i n g t h e  d e p o t .

V i s i t  t h e  H o o s i e r  V a l l e y  R a i l r o a d  M u s e u m  w e b s i t e  ( w w w . h o o s i e r v a l l e y . o r g )
f o r a  c o m p l e t e  s c h e d u l e  o f  e v e n t s .   O r d e r  t i c k e t s  a t  w w w . h o o s i e r v a l l e y . o r g  o r
c a l l  t h e  d e p o t  ( 5 7 4 )  8 9 6 - 3 9 5 0  o n  S a t u r d a y s  o r  d a y s  w h e n  t r a i n  e x c u r s i o n s  a r e
s c h e d u l e d .

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *


